
 
School Skills Progression 

 

Subject area: History 

 

 

Key Skills:  

1. Chronological understanding- Comprehension and language of time, recognising how the past can be 

divided up into different time periods, understanding that there are similarities, differences and 

connections between eras, and awareness that trends may be identifiable over time. 

2. Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past- Growing breadth and depth 

of historical knowledge and understanding of the past, including how and why some things change and 

others remain the same (change and continuity), why events take place (causation), the outcomes that 

follow (consequences) and making judgements about the relative significance of people and events. 

3. Historical interpretation- Awareness that the past can be interpreted in a variety of ways because 

people make inferences or deductions from historical sources, and that sources can reflect a particularly 

point of view  

4. Historical enquiry- The process of asking questions about the past and answering those questions by 

using and evaluating historical sources. 

5. Organisation and communication- The ability to show what has been found out in a variety of different 

ways, including using historical vocabulary.  

History Skill Nursery and 

Reception 

  Year 1  Year 2 Year 3  Year 4 Year 5  Year 6 

Chronological 

understanding  

Recognise and use 

everyday terms about 

the passing of time 

e.g. old, new, a long 

time ago, before, 

after, first, next.  

Sequence the school 

day  

Show awareness that 

some things are old 

and some things are 

new.  

 

 

 

Recognise and use 

everyday terms about 

the passing of time, 

e.g. today, yesterday, 

days of the week, 

months and years 

Sequence a few 

events, pictures or 

objects in 

chronological order 

e.g when did the first 

aeroplane flight come 

before or after the 

first commercial 

cars?  

 

Show awareness that 

things may be 

Use common words 

and phrases relating 

to the passing of 

time including use of 

numbers, e.g. one 

year ago, 10 years 

after, 5 months 

before, in living  

memory, beyond living 

memory.  

Arrange events or 

objects in 

chronological order 

on a simple timeline  

Identify similarities 

and differences 

between ways of life 

in different periods  

Sequence several 

events - show 

understanding that 

the past can be 

divided into different 

periods of time by 

placing events, people 

and changes into 

correct periods of 

time on a timeline. 

Compare durations of 

eras or events  

Use correct use of 

historical period 

terms.  

Guided time line  

 

Use dates to place 

events, people and 

features of 

particular eras on a 

timeline.  

Understand and use 

terms such as BC and 

AD dates (Y4 Maths). 

Describe similarities 

and differences 

within and across 

different periods and 

suggest reasons for 

them.  

Independent time 

line 

Recognise 

characteristic 

features of periods 

and societies studied. 

Pick out connections, 

contrasts and trends 

over time within and 

across different 

periods. 

 

Use dates precisely 

including BC and AD 

and say, read and 

write dates 

accurately (Y6 

Maths). 

Have a secure 

knowledge and 

understanding of the 

chronology of the 

British, local and 

world history studied. 

Place current study 

on timeline in relation 

to other studies.  

 

 



different today 

compared to earlier 

times. 

History Skill Nursery and 

Reception 

  Year 1  Year 2 Year 3  Year 4 Year 5  Year 6 

Knowledge and 

understanding 

of events, 

people and 

changes in the 

past and 

significance 

Begin to identify 

similarities and 

differences between 

now and then.  

Show knowledge of 

changes in their own 

lives- now, nursery, 

baby.   

Show some knowledge 

and understanding of 

stories about the 

past, for example by 

retelling in their own 

words  

Recognise that their 

own lives are 

different from the 

lives of people in the 

past and be able to 

talk about this 

difference 

Recognise 

differences and 

similarities between 

ways of life in the 

past and now. 

Use a range of 

sources, including 

books, ICT, and films 

paintings and 

photographs to 

develop knowledge 

and understanding of 

key features of 

events in the past. 

Show awareness that 

actions have 

consequences 

Talk compare and talk 

about significance of 

events and people  

 

Use simple evidence 

to show knowledge of 

some of the main 

events, people and 

changes studied. 

Demonstrate 

knowledge of 

concrete examples of 

continuity and change 

over time by 

identifying what has 

stayed the same and 

what has changed, 

e.g. what clothes rich 

and poor people wore, 

how fires were dealt 

with in different 

eras. 

Give a reason for the 

occurrence of an 

event or action 

relating to other 

people in different 

times and say what 

happened as a result.  

Identify historically 

significant people and 

events. 

Visual/ guided 

support to 

demonstrate 

knowledge of 

continuity and change 

over time, making 

links to show how one 

thing may depend 

upon another  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use evidence from 

sources to show 

knowledge by being 

able to describe in 

detail the stories of 

events, people and 

places. 

 

Show historical 

understanding by 

identifying and 

explaining causes of 

events and changes 

and describing and 

explaining what 

happened as a 

consequence. 

Independent project 

work to demonstrate 

knowledge of 

continuity and change 

over time, making 

links to show how one 

thing may depend 

upon another. 

 



History Skill Nursery and  

Reception 

  Year 1  Year 2 Year 3  Year 4 Year 5  Year 6 

Historical 

interpretation  

Read different 

versions of the same 

story.  

Look different 

illustrations of the 

same person. 

Discuss different 

versions of an event 

at school. 

 

Begin to understand 

that the past can be 

seen in different 

ways. 

Compare two 

different versions of 

a past event. 

Compare pictures/ 

photographs of 

people or events in 

the past. 

Understand some of 

the ways in which we 

find out about the 

past and identify 

different ways in 

which it is 

represented. 

Discuss reliability of 

photos/ accounts/ 

stories. 

children to 

distinguish between 

fact and fiction.  

Identify some of the 

different ways in 

which the past is 

represented and 

interpreted. 

Look at different 

representations of a 

specific period or 

event –books, film, 

website. 

 

 

 

Verbal debate: 

Compare accounts of 

events from 

different sources. 

Offer some reasons 

for different 

versions of events. 

 

 

Link sources and work 

out how conclusions 

are arrived at.  

Begin to evaluate the 

usefulness of 

different sources 

understanding that 

some are less reliable 

sources of evidence 

than others.  

 

 

 

Understand how our 

knowledge of the 

past is constructed 

from a range of 

sources. 

Know the difference 

between primary and 

Secondary sources 

and discuss their 

possible validity.  

Consider ways of 

checking the 

accuracy of 

interpretation, fact 

or opinion. 

 

History Skill Nursery and 

Reception 

  Year 1  Year 2 Year 3  Year 4 Year 5  Year 6 

Historical 

enquiry  

 

 

Using a source – 

handle, question, 

observe, sketch. 

Distinguish between 

old and new. 

 

Find answers to some 

simple questions 

about the past from 

sources of 

information. 

Ask questions about 

the past. 

Sort artefacts using 

the language of  

‘then’ and ‘now’ 

recognising 

differences. 

 

 

Use sources such as 

artefacts, pictures 

and stories to help 

answer historical 

questions- why, what, 

who, how, where. 

Sequence 

collections/artefacts 

from different 

periods – identifying 

similarities and 

differences.  

 

Use a range of 

sources to find out 

about a specific 

period.  

Ask appropriate 

historical questions, 

e.g. about a picture, 

artefact or story; 

propose some 

additional questions 

for future 

consideration.  

Begin to use non-

fiction texts and ICT 

programs for 

Select and record 

information relevant 

to the study.  

Use research skills to 

answer questions and 

give some valid 

reasons to 

substantiate answers. 

Use non-fiction texts 

and ICT programs 

independently for 

research with 

increased initiative.   

 

Begin to identify 

primary and 

secondary sources.  

Use a range of 

sources to find out 

about an aspect of 

past times.  

Confident use of non-

fiction texts and ICT 

programs to 

research.  

Select relevant 

sections of 

information. 

Use evidence to build 

up a picture of life in 

a specific time 

studied. 

Recognise primary 

and secondary 

sources. 

Devise historically 

valid questions about 

change, cause, 

similarity, difference 

and significance. 

Construct informed 

responses to 



research. 

  

Use evidence to build 

up a picture of a past 

event.  

 

 questions about 

change, cause, 

similarity, difference 

and significance by 

selecting and 

organising relevant 

historical information 

from sources. 

History Skill Nursery and 

Reception 

  Year 1  Year 2 Year 3  Year 4 Year 5  Year 6 

Organisation 

and 

communication  

Oracy - of what has 

happened. 

Creative art work, 

Drama/ role-play.  

Talk about stories 

about the past. 

Simple use of time 

lines  

Annotate 

photographs, make 

mind maps  

 

Use a wide vocabulary 

of everyday historical 

terms to write simple 

sentences about 

selected appropriate 

knowledge and 

understanding of 

History  

Use of time lines in a 

variety of contexts, 

referred to regularly.  

Communicate 

knowledge and 

understanding in a 

variety of ways – 

discussions, pictures, 

writing, annotations, 

drama, models.  

Know the period in 

which the study is 

set.  

Work independently 

and in groups.  

Display findings in a 

variety of ways. 

 

Use of dates and 

historical terms 

which are spelt 

correctly  

Communicate 

knowledge clearly, 

using paragraphs to 

organise ideas around 

a theme and use and 

spell historical terms 

accurately  

Select data and 

organise it to answer 

historical questions.  

Use appropriate 

terms, matching 

dates to people and 

events. 

Record and 

communicate 

knowledge in 

different forms.  

Work independently 

and in groups showing 

initiative.  

 

Produce structured 

informed responses 

that involve 

thoughtful selection 

and organisation of 

relevant historical 

information, making 

appropriate use of 

dates and historical 

terms with ideas 

linked across 

paragraphs  

Plan and carry out 

individual 

investigations.  

 


