
MUSIC 

Our Music Curriculum: skills progression   

 

Our high-quality music education will help pupils develop musical knowledge, talent and inspire a lifelong love of the musical arts. It will 

inspire pupils’ passion for music through opportunities to evaluate, sing, play instruments, improvise and perform. Teaching will enable 

pupils to understand how music is created using musical vocabulary and notations. Our wide range of opportunities will allow pupils to 

develop their musical knowledge and understanding by learning the historical origins and social contexts of music in our diverse world. 

 

Music Skill Nursery/ 

Reception 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 

Using voices 

expressively 

and creatively 

(performing) 

Learn to sing or 

sing along with 

nursery rhymes 

and action songs. 

Sing songs 

together 

exploring high and 

low sounds. 

Share and 

perform the 

learning that has 

taken place. 

 

Sing songs, 

chants and raps.  

 

Listen and use 

voices to sing 

back using high 

and low pitch.  

 

Start to sing in 

unison. 

 

Sing and perform 

songs in unison 

with more 

accurate pitch. 

Experiment with 

singing and rap to 

create different 

sounds and 

effects. 

Start and stop 

singing when 

following a leader. 

Learn the 

importance and 

ways to prepare 

to sing by 

warming up. 

Experiment with 

singing solo and 

chorally. 

Sing in unison and 

in simple two-

parts. 

Learn the 

importance and 

different ways to 

prepare to sing by 

warming up.  

Explore singing 

chorally and solo 

and begin to show 

awareness of 

being ‘in tune.’  

Sing in unison 

including backing 

vocals. Sing in two 

parts including 

two- part 

harmonies 

working in 

collaboration with 

peers. Sing with 

an awareness of 

being in tune.  

Sing expressively 

with a strong 

internal pulse. 

Represent the 

style and feeling 

of a song to an 

audience. Sing 

with awareness of 

how parts fit into 

the group. 

Playing 

instruments, 

improvising 

and composing. 

Understand how 

to hold and make 

sounds with 

different 

percussion 

instruments.  

Play instruments 

within a song.  

Compose melodic 

patterns. Using 

Play tuned 

(glockenspiels) 

and untuned 

instruments at a 

steady pulse in 

unison. 

 Learn the names 

of the notes 

played and play 

from memory, or 

when written 

down.  

Play tuned 

instruments 

(recorders) in 

unison at a steady 

pulse. Learn the 

names of at least 

5 notes and play 

them. 

Know the 

difference 

between rhythm 

and a steady beat 

Learn that 

improvisation is 

when you make up 

your own tune or 

rhythm. 

Respond to 

musical questions 

with a musical 

answer by 

improvising an 

unfinished 

phrase. 

Know that if an 

improvisation is 

recorded it 

becomes a 

composition. Use 

instruments to 

improvise using up 

to three notes. 

Play up to four 

different parts 

of a song on 

tuned 

Play musical 

instruments using 

the correct 

technique. Select 

instruments that 

match a musical 

challenge. Follow 

musical notations 

from a leader. 

Improvise with a 

feeling of a 

musical style. 

Play instruments 

with a deeper 

understanding of 

how parts fit in 

to a band or 

ensemble. 

Understand how 

parts achieve an 

overall effect in 

performances to 

audiences. Record 

or notate music 
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one and two 

notes. 

. 

 

Listen and play 

back notes on 

tuned percussion. 

 

and use 

instruments to 

demonstrate this. 

 instruments using 

memory or 

notation. 

Compose a rap or 

change words to 

an existing rap. 

played in some 

way. Improvise 

melodic and 

rhythmic phrases 

as part of a group 

performance. 

Listening, 

responding 

and appraising. 

Listen and 

respond to words 

and phrases in 

songs with voice 

and body 

percussion.  

Move to the pulse 

in music and 

songs.  

Say how music 

makes you feel. 

 

Move to and 

listen to pulse, 

rhythm and pitch 

in different 

styles of music 

and describe how 

they make you 

feel.  

Learn how pulse, 

rhythm and pitch 

work together.   

Listen and recall 

short rhythmic 

and melodic 

patterns. 

Develop 

knowledge of 

moods reflected 

in music.  

Learn the 

historical context 

of different 

styles of music. 

Listen and 

demonstrate how 

to find the pulse 

in music. 

Understand the 

difference 

between pulse 

and rhythm. 

Understand how 

pulse, rhythm and 

pitch work 

together to 

create a song. 

Discuss how a 

song makes you 

feel. 

Listen and 

demonstrate 

some inner pulse 

by keeping a’in 

time’ without a 

conductor. 

Understand that 

high and low 

sounds- pitch can 

create melodies. 

Listen to others 

thoughts about 

songs and music. 

Listen and recall 

the main sections 

of songs, the 

instruments used, 

the musical 

characteristic 

that give songs 

their style and 

their historical 

context. 

Understand how 

pulse, rhythm 

melody and lyrics 

work together to 

create music. 

Demonstrate a 

deeper 

understanding of 

pulse, rhythm, 

melody and lyrics 

and how they 

represent a 

feeling and 

musical style. 

Compare and 

discuss musical 

styles and how 

they make you 

feel using musical 

language. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


